
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY
BULLETIN 143

HANDBOOK
OF

SOUTH AMERICAN INDIANS
Julian H. Steward, Editor

Volume 4

THE CIRCUM-CARIBBEAN TRIBES

Prepared in Cooperation With the United States Department of State as a Project

of the Interdepartmental Committee for Scientific and Cultural Cooperation

^s^^mm^w^

UNITED STATES

GOVERNMEINT PRINTING OFFICE

WASHINGTON : 1948

For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office,

Washington 25, D. C.

Digitalizado pelo Internet Archive. 
Capítulos extraídos pela Biblioteca Digital Curt Nimuendajú: 

http://www.etnolinguistica.org/hsai



THE NORTHEASTERN EXTENSION OF ANDEAN CULTURE

By Alfred Metraux and Paul Kirch hoff^

INTRODUCTION

Although Chlhcha (Muisca) culture is, in spite of its obviously Andean

character, curiously isolated geographically, cultures of a more or less

Andean or at least semi-Andean type continue toward the north and

northeast of it for a considerable distance (map 6).^ At the time of the

European Conquest they extended as far as the mountain ranges con-

nected with, or easily accessible from, the Andean system. Exactly like

these mountain ranges, the chain of Andean or semi-Andean cultures

bifurcated at some distance northeast of the Muisca, one branch follow-

ing the Venezuelan Andes or Sierra de Merida, the other following the

Sierra de Perij a to the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta. At an earlier

period Andean cultural influence must have reached even farther to the

northeast, for archeology reveals it especially around Lake Valencia and

in the plains south of the Venezuelan Andes, and ethnology shows that

scattered Andean elements occurred within the eastern portion of the

Colombian-Venezuelan coast and even beyond in the Antilles, The

Andean culture elements encountered in the region around Medellin (the

old Province of Aburra) appear to be geographically isolated, although

future archeological investigations in the area between Bogota and

Medellin may bridge this gap, adding thus a third, northwestern, branch

to the two already mentioned.

Most of the tribes with this culture live in higher altitudes, but there

are some tribes who have a large num.ber of Andean culture elements,

in certain cases with a culture that is markedly Andean or at least semi-

Andean in type, and who live in the foothills or even in the hot valleys

and plains within or close to high mountains.

Information regarding most of the tribes of this area is extremely

scanty. Some tribes are included here not only because they occur within

the general area but also because they have a few elements—often the

only elements recorded—that are obviously Andean. Other tribes, such

1 The material on the Chaki is by Metraux; the Introduction and the information on the other

tribes are by Kirchhoff.

* The tribes of this article appearing on map 6 are principally those appearing in the text.

—

Editor.
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as the Lache, the tribes of the Timotean family, and the Arhuaco, for-

tunately are better known, so that their inclusion in this area is beyond

doubt. These and probably other tribes, such as the Corbago, have not

only characteristically Andean traits but also a cultural level comparable

to that of many less advanced Andean tribes in Ecuador and Peru.

However, the inhabitants of the region around San Cristobal—the Zorca,

Quenaga, Sunesua, and probably many others, and the Chake, as Jahn

(1927, p. 80) calls the Highland tribes of the so-called Motilones group

in contrast to the Mape or lowland Motilones—are characterized not only

by considerably fewer Andean traits but also above all by a definitely

lower cultural level. These peoples give the impression of having come

under Andean influence only relatively recently, for they still retain much

non-Andean culture.

Although the basic culture of this area, as manifested by the Chake, is

found also among a number of other tribes around and to the east of

Lake Maracaibo (see p. 469) in the territory of the Mape, the Chake and

Mape probably do not have a sufficient number of specific traits in com-

mon to warrant their being grouped together as "Motilones." In the 16th

century only the Mape were called "Motilones" (in Spanish, "those with

cut hair"). Since the disappearance of the other tribes of this region

the term "Motilones" has become practically the equivalent of "wild

Indians," first to the white settlers and then to anthropologists. The

name "Motilones," therefore, is not used in this article, except in the

section on history.

The Mape in no sense belong to this culture area, but at the coming

of the Spaniards there existed a number of tribes in the region inhabited

today, and very probably then also, by the Mape, whose culture, to judge

by the scanty information at our disposal, was Andean or at least semi-

Andean (the Tayatomo, Corbago, and Araucana). Geographically these

tribes link the Chake and other tribes to the north of them with the more

southern members of this culture area, forming a chain broken only by

the Mape.

The Arhuaco tribes of the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta, whose cul-

ture is on the whole very markedly Andean (though resemblances with

the culture of the Colombian-Venezuelan coast are not missing), are

treated elsewhere (Handbook, vol. 2, p. 868).

Some Andean elements have found their way to the Tairona and the

Goajiro, who are respectively the northwestern and northeastern neigh-

bors of the Arhuaco, but these tribes are strikingly different culturally

from each other and both are markedly non-Andean.

Enough Andean elements to give the local tribal cultures a distinctly

Andean flavor are encountered in a curiously isolated region: the so-

called Province of Aburra around Medellin in the upper Porce Valley

(this volume, p. 326). Although the Porce and Cauca Valleys are con-
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nected by an easy mountain pass, their cultures seem to have had little

in common. The Andean elements found in or near Aburra seem, how-

ever, to be attributable to an ethnic group different from, and probably

exterminated by, the Indians encountered there by the Spaniards.

The linguistic affiliation and even the language of most tribes in this

area are unknown. The peoples of the Venezuelan Andes seem to have

spoken related languages, this linguistic family being somewhat arbitrarily

called Timote by Jahn (1927, p. 334). To judge by tribal and place

names, the only linguistic data available, some of the tribes farther to the

southwest possibly also belonged to this family, which to date must be

considered as isolated. The Chake tribes, and probably some of their

immediate neighbors to the south (Carate) and northwest {Coanao, Itoto,

and Cariachil), belong to the Cariban family. Most Carib tribes living

in this part of the continent form part of the neighboring culture areas

(e. g., the Carare, Opon, Bubure-Pemeno, and Kirikire). The Arhuaco

tribes belong to the Chibchan family.

All the tribes treated in this chapter except the Chake disappeared

long ago, although in the Venezuelan Andes they have left traces of their

culture among the local Mestizos. Their culture is known almost ex-

clusively through the accounts of the conquerors, as no missionaries

worked among them. The most important sources are Oviedo y Valdes

(1851-55), Castellanos (1874), Aguado (1916-17), and Simon

(1882-92).

HISTORY

The historical data referring to the Chake are not easily separated

from those referring to the Mape, because these tribes have for some time

past been lumped together as "Motilones." Between 1779 and 1792, both

the "Chague" (i. e., Chake) and "Motilones" (i. e., Mape), in some cases

together with the Sabril, Coyamo, and Aratomo (tribes that no more be-

longed to this area than the Mape), were collected by the Capuchins of

the Provinces of Navarra and Cantabria in small settlements in the region

of Perija and along the Catatumbo and Escalante Rivers. A census taken

in 1810 gives for these 10 missions a total of 1,190 Indians of the tribes

named above. The first "Motilones" vocabulary, collected around 1738

by Father Francisco de Cartarroya but now lost, may have been taken

among either the Chake or the Mape.

Relations between the Whites and Motilones (apparently both Chake

and Mape) deteriorated completely after 1836, when the Indians were

cruelly provoked. From then to the present many tribes have constantly

maintained a hostile attitude and have attacked all who entered their

territory or settled nearby. Several employees of the Caribbean Petroleum

Co., which has many oil wells on the Venezuelan side of their territory,

were killed by them. Since about 1915, however, relations between certain
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tribes and the Whites have improved. The Capuchin missionaries at La
Granja, on the Colombian side of the Sierra de Perija, have established

friendly relations with many villages, and, on the Venezuelan side, mem-
bers of the Tucuco tribe (who are Chake) come to work on farms near

Machiques. When Dr. and Mrs. Bolinder (1937) crossed the Sierra de

Perija from west to east in 1936-37 they were amiably received by several

tribes. The Yasa (a Mape tribe) remain intractable, however, and are

feared by the other tribes of the region.

TRIBAL DIVISIONS

The following six groups of tribes are provisionally included in this

culture area, largely because of their geographical location and because of

the similarity of tribal and place names. Their inclusion is based on

cultural features only in the few cases where data permit.

(1) The Lache on the slopes of the Nevado de Chita differ both

linguistically and culturally from the following groups.

(2) The Tequia (Cercada) to the northeast of the Lache are prac-

tically unknown but were stated to differ both linguistically and culturally

from their neighbors.

(3) The Chitarera (Chitarero), including the Chindcota, lived in the

region of Pamplona. The Cucuta and the inhabitants of the towns of

Loma Verde (La Guazabara) and Zamia may all or in part have been

merely subdivisions of the Chitarera, in the district around Cucuta.

(4) A number of tribes to the northeast of the Chitarera are prac-

tically unknown both linguistically and culturally, except for some cultural

data on the Chinato, Zorca, Quenaga and Sunesiia. Among this group

of tribes were:

the Azua and Casahata;

the Tdriba, Aborotd, Toituna, Gudsimo, Tonono, Sirgard, "Bar-

hillos," Simaraca, Tucape, Tamoco, and Tirapara; the Chucuri

and Cuite

;

the Burgna, on the Burgua River

;

the Chinato and Lohatera, in the mountains northeast of San Cris-

tobal, and along the Zulia River

:

the Capacho (Capncho) , between the latter and the Chitarera;

the Tdchira, Tote, and Toco, on the Tachira River

;

the Tororo (Auyamas) , in the lower Torbes Valley

;

the Mocoipo, Guaramito, Peribeca, and Carapo;

the Oriquena and Cacunubeca, in the upper Torbes Valley

;

the Umuquena, on the Umuquena River;

the Venegara, Bocaquea, Babiriquena, Tucapuya, Nebica, Buriquero,

Mancueta, Buriimaquena, Huria, and "Piaches," in the Uribante

Basin

;
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the Seburuco, around Seburuco;

the Zorca, in the Santiago (today San Cristobal) Valley;

the Quenaga and Sunesua, in the Espiritu Santo Valley, near Sar

Cristobal

;

the Susaca, in the Corpus Cristi Valley, near San Cristobal

;

the Burba and the inhabitants of the town called Arcabuco (Corrales)

the Humugria and Cariqiiena, in La Grita Valley

;

the Queneniari (Quinimari)
;

the Guaraque, around Guaraque ; and

the Cabaria and Mesoy.

(5) A number of tribes grouped together linguistically by Jahn a,--

Timote

:

the "Bailadores" and Mucuti (Mocoti), on the Mucuties River:

the "Estanques," Carigri, and Iricuye, on the Chama River from

Estanques to the beginning of the plains (the Giiaruri, said to be

linguistic relatives of the last three tribes, are not likely to have

belonged to this culture area, since they lived at the mouth of the

Chama River)
;

the Chiguard, on the slopes north of Lagunillas ; ethnogra.phically un-

known but important because of being mentioned in the traditions

of the ruling family of the Caquetio of Coro, who claimed to have

come from this region;

the Jaji, Capds {Capds), Tucani, Escaguey, and Torondoy, on tht

wooded slopes watered by the Capaz, Tucani, and Torondoy Rivers

(the Torondoy, at least those who used blowguns as did the Pcmeu,

on the southern shore of Lake Maracaibo, probably did not belont^

to this culture area) ; the Torondoy, like the Chiguard, are men
tioned in the traditions of a Caquetio group, far to the northeast, in

this case those of Yaracuay;

the Quinaro, including the Jamti (Jamuene), Orcase, and Case,

around Lagunillas and on the Mesas de Caparu ; in the same neigh-

borhood probably the Quirord;

the Isnunibi, around Pueblo Nuevo

;

the Miguri (Barbados), including the Tiguino, MucunS, Camucuay,

and Mocochopo, around Acequias ; to the south of them the

Macaria;

the Mirripu, including the Mucujebe (Mucujepe), Mucumbi, and

Mucuguay (Mocobay), on the Nuestra Seiiora River; in the same

neighborhood probably the Mocoabd;
the Tucuo, in the Quebrada de Gonzalez ; in the same neighborhood

the Guaiinaro ;

the Guaque, around Ejido and in the Pedregosa Valley ; in the same

neighborhood the Curo;

the Tatui, around Merida

;
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the Tabay (Tapay), around Tapay; in the same neighborhood the

Cacute
',
these two tribes may have been either the last of the lower

altitude tribes or the first of the higher altitude tribes.

the Caragud, Mucuchay, Mucutubiri, Caparo, Aricagua, Michay,

Ticoporo, and Curvati (Curbati), on the southern slopes, from

Canagua in the upper Mucuchachi Basin to the upper Curvati

River; neighboring on them the Tiruaca, Moquino (Qino), and

Judigua (Judigiie)

;

the Mucujun, including the Mocanarey and Mocaqueta, on the

Mucujun or Alisares River; the Mucurubd, around Mucuruba;

in the same neighborhood probably the Mucumano ; and the

Mucuchi, including the Mocao, Misteque, Misintd, Mosnachoa,

Musiquea (Misiquea) and Mucuchache, around Mucuchies; i. e.,

all these tribes on the upper Chama River

;

the Mucubaji (Carboneros) , on the upper Santo Domingo River;

the Aracay, on the Aracay River ; and the Pagiley (Pabuey) and

Pescahuey, on the upper Pagiiey River ; the Barinao, on the middle

Santo Domingo River may also have belonged to this culture area,

although around Barinas tribes of other culture areas are men-

tioned, e. g., the Jirajara and the Achagua (see pp. 469 and 399)

;

the Tosto, including the Tost6, Estiteque, Guandd, Misquichd, and

Niquitao, on the upper Bocono and its tributary, the Burate or

Oburate ; to the southwest of them, on the Tucupido, the Tucupi;

the Timote, including the Timote (and their subdivision, the Esnu-

jaque), Miquimboy, Jajo, Quindord, Chachopo, Mocotapo, and

Mucujurape, on the upper Motatan

;

the Tirandd, including the Tirandd, Chachu, Estigiiati, Curandd,

Bombd, Bujay, Tonojo, and Misisi, on the Jimenez, Castan, and

middle Motatan Rivers;

the Escuque, including the Escuque, Isnotu, Betijoque, Quibao, Poco,

and Mosquey, on the Poco River, and around Escuque, Betijoque,

and Isnotu ; the Coromoclio, either to the north of them, or possibly

identical with one or several of these tribes

;

the Cuica, including the Moitay, Siquisaye, Burbusay, Cabimbti,

Chejende, Carache, and Cuica, around Monay, Burbusay, Carache,

and Cuicas ; and

the Umucaro (Humucaro, Umacaro), on the upper Tocuyo.

(6) A number of tribes in the northern part of the Cordillera Oriental

and its northern continuation, the Sierra de Peri j a, the majority of them

belonging to the Cariban family

:

the Carafe, around Ocana

;

the Tayatomo, not precisely located

;

the Corbago, in the Sierra de Mene, situated probably farther to the

south than the mountain range of that name shown on modem
maps;
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the Xiriguand, on the slopes down to the Magdalena River

;

the Araucana, to the northeast of the Corbago;

the Chake group of tribes, including, from north to south, the Aguas

Blancas, Cunagiiasata, Tucuco, Sicacao, Pariri, Chake, Yasa,

Macoita, and Macoa, on the eastern side of the Serrania de los

Motilones, and the Socomha, Casacard, Milagru, Togaima, and

Tolima, on the western side of the Serrania de los Motilones

;

the Coanao (Guanao), Itoto, and Cariachil, in the western foothills

of the Serrania de Valledupar and on the upper Cesar

;

the "Coronndos," possibly identical with the "Coronados," i. e., the

Burede, a subdivision of the Bubure (who do not belong to this

culture area, but were neighbors of the Arhuaco, who are the

northwesternmost tribes with an Andean culture, Handbook, vol.

2, p. 868).

Grubb (1927, p. 58) calculates the total number of the modern Moti-

lones at about 5,000.

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Many Chake are diminutive in stature, and they appear almost pygmoid,

to judge by Bolinder's photographs (1937, p. 56). According to De
Booy's measurements, Macoa men average 5 feet 1 inch (1.55 m.) in

height ; women, 4 feet 8 inches ( 1 .42 m. )

.

CULTURE

SUBSISTENCE ACTIVITIES

Farming.—-This area has two groups of cultivated plants: those

characteristic of the surrounding low country or Tropical Forest and

those of the higher altitudes of the Andes. Only the first group, which in-

cludes sweet manioc, sweetpotatoes, yams, maize, beans, auyama or uyame

{Curciibita pepo), gourds, malanga (Xanthosoma sagittijolium) , algar-

roba, papaya, pineapple, tobacco, urucu, and cotton, was known to such

tribes as the Zorca and Chake. The tribes of the Timotean family grow

these and fruit trees, such as the avocado, guava, guaimaro, star-apple,

spondias, pejivalle palm, and pitahaya. Plants of the second group include

Ullucus tuberosus, Oxalis tuberosa, Solanmn tuberosum, ocumo, churi,

celery, aniana, icoraota, and zapayo.^ The only surviving Indians of this

area, the Chake, also cultivate plantains, a few bananas, and some sugar-

cane, but their staples are manioc and maize.

Farming techniques show the same contrast, although the dividing line

is not so much that of altitude as of cultural level. The Chake have a

semimigratory type of cultivation; they open large clearings along the

wooded mountain slopes, today using axes traded or stolen from the

• See Handbook, vol. 2, p. S, for list of Andean cultivated plants.
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Whites. The Timotean tribes had permanent fields, often terraced, and
for irrigation they employed either storage tanks or ditches. The tribe

called "Los Estanques" had a tank or reservoir next to every house. The
Miguri tribes in the valley called "Acequias" ("irrigation canals") and

the Coronudo, to the northwest of the Chake, had ditches. The Timotean

tribes cut irrigation ditches through hills and rocks and conducted the

water onto terraces (catafos) that were 2 to 3 rods wide and had re-

taining stone walls. These may still be seen. It is not clear whether

these terraces were made only for irrigation or whether they were in-

tended also to check soil erosion.

It would be expected that this higher Andean type of farming was in

the hands of men, but our sources are silent on this point. Among the

Chake men clear the field and plant; the women harvest. Among the

Lache the women did the work in the fields.

The Chitarera stored maize in underground bins ("silos"), which in

one village were so conspicuous that it was called the "Pueblo de los

Silos."

Hunting and fishing.—The Chake are good hunters. They shoot

game and birds from small blinds built on the ground or in trees. In

certain localities fishing is particularly rewarding. The Indians shoot

fish with bow and arrows, drug them, or seize them by hand in small

ponds made by damming rivers.

Food preparation.—In the Venezuelan Andes the beans of the wild

cacao tree were ground on a grinding stone and made into a drink called

chorote. Chorote is made today. The "butter" which formed on the

top of cooled chocolate was, together with the beans, the most prized

religious offering.

The Chake usually roast meat on the babracot. These tribes eat maize

on the cob or grind it on a slab with a stone mano (pi. 67, top), wrap

the meal in leaves, and cook it. They pound manioc, mix it with water,

and heat it in a calabash placed among hot stones until it coagulates.

Maize was used by the Timotean tribes to prepare an unfermented

drink (mazato or masato) and a fermented drink (chicha). Only the

latter is mentioned among the Chake. (See p. 366; pi. 62, top, left.)

The tribes of the Venezuelan Andes had to import their salt from the

lowlands near Aricagua. The Chake have no salt and shun condiments;

today they use only a mixture of ashes and lemon juice. The Coanao

produced and traded salt.

The Indians living at Lake Jurao in the Venezuelan Andes cut through

two layers of deposits in the lake bottom to obtain chunks of sodium

carbonate (jurao). They used it as a salt substitute on food, they mixed

it with coca ( ?) in place of lime, and they made it into a paste which they

licked. They traded it to distant tribes, including the peoples of Lake

Maracaibo, the Tocuyo region, and the Venezuelan llanos.
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Captive and domesticated animals.—In enclosures close to their

houses the Jamu kept paugies( ?), guans, turkeys, turtle doves, and several

other kinds of birds. (See Macoa, pi. 64, bottom, right,) The Chakk.

have no dogs today, and our sources do not mention dogs among other

tribes except the Ahurrd, who had mute dogs.

HOUSES AND VILLAGES

The distinction between the two types of culture within this area

—

both in cultural level and in the number of Andean traits (pp. 349-351)

—

is seen clearly in the dwellings. Large towns are mentioned among the

Lache, the Timotean tribes, and the Corhago. The Lache town of Cocuy

consisted of some 800 stone-wall houses. The valleys and slopes of the

Venezuelan Andes were covered with a great number of settlements, and

the Spaniards were astounded by the size of buildings and towns—one

source says there were "as many houses as in Rome"—and by their

orderly appearance, always with a temple in the center of town. There

were few Corhago towns, but each was large, the principal settlement

having about 800 houses. The Jamu settlements at Lagunillas were

divided into quarters and were embellished by ornamental trees, in addi-

tion to the groves of fruit trees, and by enclosures full of birds. At

Estanques a water tank was found next to every house.

The modern house has a circular ground plan and a wall of stones

joined with clay, which, however, is of no structural importance as the

roof rests directly upon a wooden framework.

Chitarera, Zorca, and Chake settlements (pi. 61, top), and probably

those of the majority of the remaining tribes, are villages rather than

towns. The size of only one Chitarera settlement is known ; it had 20

houses. Subterranean storage rooms for maize were a conspicuous fea-

ture of the Chitarera village called "Pueblo de los Silos." Zorca villages

were composed of 8 to 10 or at most 20 houses, the walls of which were

formed of vertical sticks with the interstices filled in with straw and

Speletia leaves. The Chake villages visited by Bolinder (1925) con-

sisted of very rudimentary structures : either simple lean-tos, supported

by a transverse bar resting on two vertical posts, or huts formed by double

lean-tos with both ends closed and a small porch along the front. These

huts were flimsy and gave little protection against cold and rain. The

floor was covered with ferns and small mats on which the Indians slept.

The Chake lack hammocks and wooden benches. The absence of ham-

mocks, nowhere mentioned, seems to be one of the negative characteristics

of this area.

The houses of Tequia chiefs were, like those of the Muisca chiefs,

surrounded by palisades, for which reason they were called "Los

Cercados." The houses of the Timotean Indians called Los Valientes

were provided with loopholes.
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Causeways, which are such a conspicuous feature in the archeology of

the plains south of the Venezuelan Andes, have also been reported from

Los Valientes. Causeways built of slabs and described as similar to those

of the Muisca and "wider than in Cuzco" were found by the Spaniards

in the Province of Aburra. At intervals of about 2 leagues, they had

wayside shelters filled with provisions and surrounded by fields. Although

these causeways seem to have been in use at the time of the Conquest,

being routes of trade with tribes farther east, they were evidently not

built by the Indians encountered here by the Spaniards but by an earlier

people, who had also left behind many ruined cities, apparently of stone.

According to local tradition, these cities were destroyed by the Nutabe,

a people of Colombian-Venezuelan coast culture, and by the inhabitants

of the otherwise unknown "Province of Urezo."

DRESS AND ADORNMENT

Despite frequent lack of details there is no doubt that dress in most

of this area was distinctly Andean, being characterized by garments,

usually of cotton cloth, that covered more than the sexual organs and in

some cases included a covering for the head, also of cotton.

Lache dress is unknown, but warriors of this tribe are said to have

fought "naked." The Chitarera wore "cotton blankets." From the Zorca

to about where the boundary between the Venezuelan States of Merida and

Trujillo crosses the Venezuelan Andes, women wore a tunic, described

as a long, tight, sacklike garment, or they simply wrapped a blanket

around the body and tied it over one shoulder. The blanket was gathered

around the waist with a belt in such a way that the upper part hung

over loosely and could be used to carry all kinds of objects. Both tunics

and blankets were woven of agave fiber in the western portion of this

region but were of cotton in the eastern. In contrast to women, men went

naked, with the prepuce tied to a string worn around the waist. Among
the Quenaga and Sunestia, however, men wore tunics of agave fiber,

apparently identical with those worn by the women, except that they were

provided with shoulder straps. Among some of the tribes in the valleys

east of Merida, as far as the Timote, the men wore cotton tunics extend-

ing below the knees; in others, however, men perhaps went completely

naked. Women in this region wore a big cotton blanket gathered at the

waist with a belt and held together over the left shoulder with a wooden

or golden pin, which often had a hollow head containing one or several

tiny pebbles. Their arms and legs remained bare. Until the beginning

of this century, Miicuchi women wore a dress composed of two such

blankets, one white, the other with colored stripes ; they wore one over

the other and fastened the upper one with a pin. An Andean type dress,

described as a baglike garment which was painted, as among the Muisca,

with leaf and curvilinear motifs, occurred eastward to Guanare River,
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in the foothills of the Venezuelan Andes, i. e., probably among the Tucupi.

Among the Cuica, who are the northeasternmost Timoteans, the dress of

both sexes was non-Andean, being identical with that of some of their

neighbors of the adjoining culture area. Men went naked except for a

gourd penis cover, while women wore only a multicolored cotton apron

("bayo") not wider than a hand. Here cotton blankets are mentioned

only as religious offerings. The inhabitants of the town called "Las

Tapas" (probably Tucani) made tight capes of interwoven palm leaves

that covered a man from head to foot. These capes are seemingly an

isolated occurrence.

Following the other branch of this Northern Extension of Andean

culture, we find again that a number of tribes characteristically have

complete and Andean type dress. Tayatomo women wore one-piece tunics

that reached to the ground and were provided with cowls. Among the

Corhago and Xiriguand both sexes wore painted blankets. In an unnamed

tribe nearby cotton tunics painted with curvilinear and leaf motifs are

mentioned. A Chake man wears a long cotton tunic decorated with

brown stripes or ribbons, and on his head a cotton cap, a wide woven

head band which the wealthy decorate with seeds (among the Macoa the

extremities fall down the back), or a straw hat with a conical crown

trimmed with bunches of feathers (pi. 63, bottom; pi. 64). Women use

a small cotton loincloth, and in cold weather they throw a cotton mantle

over their shoulders and tie it under the chin. Children and even young

unmarried girls go very scantily dressed or else completely naked (pi.

65, top). Babies wear a long shirt which may be used to carry the child

on the mother's back. The Coanao wore cotton blankets.

For the inhabitants of the Province of Aburra we have conflicting

reports, which may refer to two different ethnic groups, one of which

may be either an ethnic remnant of the builders of the causeways found

in this region or else people who inherited their culture. One authority

speaks of breachclouts, 1J4 yards long by 1 yard wide. The breachclout

is characteristic of the Cauca Valley tribes across the mountains. Robledo

(1864), on the contrary, states that the men went naked, with the prepuce

tied to a hank of red or white thread wound around the waist. This

custom, though not typically Andean, is found also among tribes which

belong both culturally and geographically in the Andean area. (See

above.)

The most frequent and usually the only personal adornment are neck-

laces of colored seeds (the Chake use seeds of Abrus precatorius and

Coix lacryma-jobi), jaguar and other animal teeth, tufts of small feathers,

and, especially characteristic of this area, carved bone beads. In addition,

the Timoteans use white and green stone beads (Jamu) and very thin

shell disks (chaquiras). Whereas these tribes usually employed but one

material at a time, such as stone, shell, or bone (e. g., the Jamu), the
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Chake seem to prefer a combination of several materials in one string,

which they wear tightly (men) or loosely (women) around the neck,

or over both shoulders and under the opposite arm.

Mucubuy men wore many gourds tied to their waist, apparently as

part of their war make-up.

Breastplates of bone were worn by the Jamu. Very thin stone breast-

plates representing a highly stylized bird, possibly an eagle with out-

stretched wings, are frequently found archeologically in the Venezuelan

Andes. Breastplates have not been reported among the Chake, but the

Coanao to their northwest wore eagle-shaped gold plates.

Deformatory ornaments are only mentioned twice: bone nose orna-

ments in the Venezuelan Andes and golden earrings among the Coanao.

Their rarity may be one of the negative characteristics of this area.

Whereas bone is the most characteristic material used for personal

adornment in this area, gold (probably guanin) seems to have been but

rarely employed, the only two known occurrences being in the Vene-

zuelan Andes and among the Coanao. It is probable, though not certain,

that the Timotean tribes did not manufacture the few golden objects

they used. The Coanao are definitely known to have acquired theirs

in exchange for salt, probably through some neighboring tribe, from

the Tairona or the Pacahucy, both belonging to the Colombian-Venezuelan

coastal culture area.

Red and black are the most common colors used for face and body

painting. The Mucubuy painted their faces and bodies black all over,

for which reason the Spaniards called them "Carboneros." The Macoa

paint their faces with intricate designs of stripes and dots in black, brown,

and scarlet (pis. 67, 68, 70, for example). The Colombian Chake use

urucu.

From the region of the Zorca to about Merida, the hair was worn

long. The Zorca wound it around the head, which was covered with

certain broad leaves. From Merida eastward the hair was cut at ear

level. The Timote wore little pigtails close to the ears. Feather head-

dress has been reported only in this region. Among the Macao both

sexes cut their hair short.

The Miguri tribes, who seem to represent one of the highest cultural

levels within the Timotean family, wore beards and were consequently

often called "Los Barbados." The "Barbillos," to judge by their Spanish

nickname, may have done the same. A man with a painted mustache

and beard was observed among the Macao.

TRAVEL, TRANSPORTATION, AND TRADE

No means of transportation is mentioned except the carrying ^baskets

of the Chake (pi. 63, top; pi. 64, bottom, left). Babies were carried on

the back, in special slings (Venezuelan Andes) or by means of the long
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shirt the child wears (Chake). To cross gorges the tarabita (a rope

bridge) is used today in the Venezuelan Andes and may be pre-Columbian.

Articles of trade were salt (Venezuelan Andes and Coanao) and jurao

(Venezuelan Andes). Balls of cotton thread and strings of tiny shell

disks were used as media of exchange in the Venezuelan Andes.

MANUFACTURES

Division of labor.—Little is known about this subject. Among the

Lache the women worked in the fields. Among the Chake men build

the huts, do basketry work, knit bags, clear the forest, plant and sow,

and make their weapons and clay pipes, while women spin, weave, and

make pots.

Textiles.—The Chake spin cotton threads with a drop spindle (pi. 67,

bottom) ; the thread passes through a ring hanging from the roof. Agave

fibers are made into strings by rolling them on the thigh.

These Indians make looped or netted bags identical to those of their

Arhuaco neighbors, from whom they probably borrowed the technique

and the ornamental motifs. Among the Chake, bags are knitted by men,

not by women. To loop the cotton threads they use wooden needles with-

out a hole.

Cotton fabrics (tunics, loincloths, bands) are woven on the vertical

loom (pi. 64, top, right; pi. 68, top).

Basketry.—The Chake are good basketmakers. Their carrying bags,

satchels, telescope boxes, quivers, and fire fans are produced in the same

twilled and hexagonal weaves as in the Guianas, but the specimens col-

lected by Bolinder are plainer than those of the more eastern Cariban

tribes. In our area the strands are not stained, but decorative effects

are achieved by alternating strips with the rough side out and the smooth

side out.

Ceramics.—To judge by the rich archeological ceramics in the Vene-

zuelan Andes, this area must have had good potters. Our sources

only rarely mention that the tribes of the Timotean family made vessels

and other objects of clay, among them censers and idols. The tribes

with comparatively few Andean traits and with a low cultural level

(p. 350) used gourds and calabashes to a far greater extent than clay

pots. The Chitarera even received their name from their extensive

use of calabashes as receptacles. The clay vessels of these tribes are

described as course or crude. Those of the Quettaga and Simesua were

about three fingers thick at the rim and were used only for cooking.

All Chake pots characteristically have a pointed bottom and four ears.

They are unpainted but sometimes are decorated with finger impressions.

Weapons.—^The tribes of this area fall into two groups according to

whether the bow is absent or is the main or only weapon, though a

number of tribes are intermediate. The two groups seem to coincide

more or less with the two types of cultures found here.
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The bow was absent among the Tequia and the Aburrd, both of whom
used spear throwers, and, judged by somewhat inconclusive evidence,

some Timotean tribes lacked it. For warfare, tribes without bows used

clubs (the tribes around Merida), clubs and slings (the Coromocho),

or lances, spears, and clubs (the Cuica). The remaining tribes of this

area, including some of the Timotean family, used the bow. The bow
occurred mainly among the marginal southwestern peoples, who possibly

belonged to another culture (the so-called Valientes, the MucucJtachi, the

Aricagua, and the so-called Bailadores) . The Choke seem to use only

the bow (pi. 70, top, right and bottom, left), but the other tribes ap-

parently, always preferred clubs, slings, spears, or lances. Among
the Lache at one extreme of this area and the Itoto and Cariachil at

the other, bows are not mentioned, but it is not certain that they were

lacking. Itoto and Cariachil warriors are described as carrying long

lances.

Blowguns occurred only among the marginal Torondoy who, though

linguistically members of the Timote family, may not have belonged to

this area culturally.

Shields were used from about Cucuta in the south to the Itoto and

Cariachil in the north, being apparently absent among the Timotean

tribes and the Chake.

These weapons are rarely described. Clubs, always called "macanas"

and often described as long, seem to have been of the cutting variety

(sword-clubs). Those of the Lache were provided with a "bannerlike"

adornment made of the feathers of guacamayas, parrots, etc., or of fine

straw. In the Venezuelan Andes, where the use of wrist guards has

been reported, bows are said to have been long, while those of the Cor-

bago were so small that they were carried in the quiver, together with

the arrows. Chake bows are of palm wood, with an elliptic or lozenge-

shaped cross section and a length of 1.2 to 1.5 m. (4 to 5 feet). Macoa

bows average 1.92 m. (6 feet 4 inches) in length. The Chake, like the

tribes of the Colombian-Venezuelan coast, frequently use their bow staves

as clubs and can inflict heavy wounds with the sharp edges. The bow-

string is of vegetable fibers.

Only the Chinato are said to have used arrow poison, a characteristic

of the Colombian-Venezuelan coast. Chake arrows lack feathering. Ar-

rows have reed shafts into which are fitted points of various types, the

most common now being a wooden foreshaft tipped with an iron blade

(pi. 71, top, left). The bindings form various designs named after

animals or designs like those on serpents. Hunting and fishing arrows

are tipped with a barbed wooden rod, with two wooden rods, or with

a wooden rod and four points diverging from its base. Harpoon arrows

are also used for hunting game. Arrows are kept in a quiver, which

the Chake make of basketry.
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Shields used by warriors were, to judge by the terms used by our

sources (adarga and paves), oval or oblong, and large enough to cover

almost the whole body. The Corhago made them either of deerskin or

of bark. Offensive weapons were bows, clubs, spears, and lances.

POLITICAL ORGANIZATION

Political fragmentation seems to have been characteristic of this area;

tribal organization and chiefs were unknown. Among the Lache there

were fist fights between certain subdivisions ("parcialidades"), probably

of a local character. These were usually accompanied by many casualties.

Little is known of the nature of chieftainship, which probably differed

considerably in the two types of tribes. In some tribes the chief evidently

ruled over a whole valley, while in others he was simply the village head-

man. Thus in the region just west of Merida in the Venezuelan Andes
chiefs were called cepo and apparently wielded considerable authority,

while among the Zorca the local headman was usually the man with the

biggest family and the largest fields. He had little authority and did not

intervene in disputes among his people, a thief being punished, often

killed, by his victim.

There is no evidence of social stratification, even among the more

advanced tribes, except that one reference states that war leaders were

selected from the local noblemen ("principalejos") in the Venezuelan

Andes.

SOCIAL ORGANIZATION

Marriage.—Among the Zorca, parents betrothed their children at birth.

The children grew up and slept together in the house of the girl's parents,

having their first intercourse at the time of the girl's first menstruation.

A house was built for the new couple and the wedding celebrated with

drinking, singing, and dancing.

A wife apprehended in adultery remained with her husband and was

not punished, provided her brothers or nearest kin killed her lover.

Otherwise she was sent home to her parents or brothers, her offense

being considered a great disgrace.

Among the Chake, monogamy seems to prevail. Important Macoa men
may have two wives (pi. 61, bottom), but the second has a far lower

status and is regarded as a servant. Child betrothal is said to be common,

but marriage takes place only after puberty.

Among the Zorca, parents are said to have been so domineered over

by their children that the latter had the right to punish them.

Homosexual relations.—The Lache, in contrast to all the other tribes

of this area and almost certainly through the influence of their neighbors

and friends, the Arawakan Caquetio, publicly recognized male homo-

sexuals, whom they married and buried as if they were women. Women
who bore five male children consecutively were permitted to rear one as

a woman.
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WARFARE

The majority of the tribes of this area seem to have been warlike,

chough some were more so than others. In the 16th century all the

Indians encountered by the Spaniards attacked in orderly formation, with

inuch shouting and noise (which caused the valley inhabited by the

Humugria and Cariquena to be named "La Grita"). To annoy and

provoke the enemy, warriors in the Venezuelan Andes danced around

with wild movements and made faces; hence came Spanish names such

as "Los Locos" and "Los Bailadores." Near Cucuta (Loma Verde) we
hear of warriors drinking chicha before going into battle, just as in the

Colombian-Venezuelan coastal culture. In the tribe called "Los Baila-

dores" the warriors carried into battle heavy ropes wound around their

waists. These were used to tie prisoners.

Pointed stakes hidden in tall grass were used in an unnamed village

near Cucuta. Fortifications of palisades and moats with drawbridges

seem to have been adopted in the Venezuelan Andes during the wars

against the Spaniards, when some tribes lived exclusively in fortified

settlements. These were located in inaccessible places from which the in-

habitants rolled big boulders down upon the attacking Spaniards.

Whether any of these military techniques were known in pre-Colombian

days is uncertain.

LIFE CYCLE

Childbirth.—Chake women give birth in the forest without assistance.

The baby is bathed, after which girls and women of all ages perform a

dance during a feast. Only two men assist, one holding panpipes in one

hand and weapons in the other. After the dance, which is extremely

slow, the men shoot their arrows to the ground in front of them.

Puberty.—At the appearance of her first menses a Chake girl runs

away but is pursued and caught by an old woman who shuts her in a small

cabin, like those used by hunters, where she remains for 10 days. She

must turn her back to the opening, through which food is given to her,

and she receives a drug which is supposed to stop the flow of blood.

Burial customs.—The Zorca placed their dead horizontally in grave?

just big enough to accommodate the body. A deceased widower (or

widow) was not allowed to wash himself nor touch any food with his

hands for 10 months. Other people had to feed him; if he were alone

he had to lift the food to his mouth with his wrists.

In the Venezuelan Andes, to judge by archeological finds, the body was

placed in a stone tomb (called to this day "mintoy," i. e., "cave"), closed

with a stone slab. To prevent the corpse from touching the walls or roof

it was either sealed (on a stool?) or placed squatting on its heels. Some-

times the dead were buried in natural caves. Maize, "roots" (probably

manioc), chicha, clay figures, and weapons (for men) or a grinding stone



Plate 61.— "Motilones" (Macoa, i. e., Chake) village life. Top: Village sicnr.

(Courtesy, University Museum, Philadelphia.) Bottom: Family group.

(After De Booy, 1918 b.)



Plate 62.—"Motilones" Indians. Top {left): Making cliicha. Top {nght):

Group at Maraca. Boitom {left): Woman, Department of Magdalena, Colombia.

(Courtesy Batista Venturello.) Center: Chicha trough (hollowed log) of the

Perija. 'Bottom (right): Temporary camp on Rio Negro at foot of Penja

range. (Courtesy American Museum of Natural History.)
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Plate 63.

—

"Motilones" (Macoa, i. e., Chake) carrying devices. To]): riinii)-

line carrying l:)asket and gourd. Bottom: On the trail, wearing tunics, straw-

hat, and carrying packs. (Courtesy University Museum, Philadelphia.)



Plate 64.—"Motilones" (Macoa, i. e., Chake) Indians. Tov {left): Man

playing an ax-flute. Top {right}: Weaving. (After De Booy, 1918 b.) Bot-

tom {left): Tumpline basket. Bottom (right): Man with parrot. (Courtesy

University Museum, Philadelphia.)



i
Plate Go.—"Motilones" costumes. Top: Women and children, Cuhnnbia.

(Courtesy Batista Venturello.) Bottom {left): Men from Rio Yasa. Garment
of native-grown cotton. Bottom {right): Perija Mestizo man with haircut

and costume typical of Sierra de Perija country, Venezuela. (Courtesy

American Museum of Natural History.)



Plate 66.

—

"Motilones" weaving. Top: Cotton cloth on a vertical loom.

(Courtesy University Museum, Philadelphia.) Bottom: Twining a reed mat.

(After De Booy, 1918 b.)

I



Plate 67.—"Motilones" (Macoa, i. e., Chake) crafts. Top: Grinding meal
for chicha. (After De Booy, 1918 b.) Bottom: Spinning cotton. (Courtesy
University Museum, Philadelphia.)



I'LviE tJS
—"Motilones" (Macoa, i. e., Chake) musical instruments and fire-

making. Top {left): Man playing a flute. Top (right): Using a fire drill.

Bottom: Blowing on the sparks to start the fire. (Top {right) after De Booy,

1918 b; others, Courtesy University Museum, Philadelphia.)



Plate 69.

—

"Motilones" Indians. Top {left): Bone platform used by the

Perija, a "Motilones" subtribe. Human bones are dried in these platforms

and then thrown into a cave. (Courtesy American Museum of Natural

History.) Top (right): "Motilones" from Department of Magdalena, Colombia.

Bottom (left): "Motilones" group from same region. (Courtesy Batista Ven-
turello.) {Bottom {right): "Motilones" on log-bridge trail. (Courtesy Ameri-

can Museum of Natural History.)



Plate 70.—"Motilones" (Macoa, i. e., Chake) Indians. Top {left): Woman

dressing child's hair. (After De Booy, 1918 b.) Top (right) and Bottom [left):

Men with bows and arrows. Bottom (right): elderly woman. (Courtesy

University Museum, Philadelphia.



^^"^
; 7 ^«t''«"««" (Macoa, i. e., Chake) Indians of the Sierra de Perija.

ov Heft): \\arnor with arrows. Top {right): Old man plaving a musicalbow and youth with panpipes. Botto^n {left): Burial practices, involving the
disinterring of the remains of a chief. Bottom {right): Woman with a
basket. (Courtesy Gerard Reichel-Dolmatoff.)
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(for women) were placed close to the corpse, together with beads of a

reddish quartz, which are frequently found today in the graves, usually

in a pottery vessel.

In the houses of the Corbago the Spanish conquerors found heads,

arms, and legs stufifed with straw. Since war trophies are reported

nowhere in this area, these remains may have been the deceased of this

tribe.

The body of a deceased Chake is kept for 2 days in his hut and then

taken to an isolated cabin where it is placed on the floor and covered with

grass. (Formerly the corpse was deposited on a platform (pi. 69, top,

left).) Food, drinks, and the deceased's weapons are left by the corpse.

After a month the Indians collect the bones and sew them up in a piece

of cloth. They carry the bundle to the dance ground while men shoot

arrows into the air and women pelt each other with liana leaves. They

drink and dance for 2 or 3 nights during which two of the deceased's

closest relatives dance and play the flute, carrying the funerary bundle

on their backs. After the feast the bundle is suspended from the hut

roof for 2 or 3 years (pi. 71, bottom, left).* If for some reason the bones

are not available, pieces of wood are substituted. These are painted with

red figures and bound together. Finally the bones are carried to a cave

in the mountains. Whoever has touched the bones may not touch food

with his hands but must use leaves to handle it. He is also prohibited

from going to the fields, lest he spoil the maize.

ESTHETIC AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Musical instruments.—Shell trumpets are mentioned among the

Ch'itarera, the tribes of the Timotean family, and the Chake. The last

also have side-blown cow-horn trumpets (post-Conquest), bone quenas

or end flutes with a single stop (pi. 68, top, left), and panpipes (pi. 71,

top, right) of eight tubes bound with a simple ligature. These Indians

have a unique type of flute with a lateral air duct placed at right angle

to the air chamber. The projecting part of the mouthpiece is wound

around with cotton thread and the rest is covered by a large lump of

wax (Izikowitz, 1935, p. 375). This contrivance gives it the appearance

of an ax, hence its name, "the ax flute." Its length is about 1.1 m. (3 feet

8 inches) and its diameter 5.5 cm. (2.2 inches) (pi. 64, top, left; fig. 67).

Drums and rattles, reported from the Venezuelan Andes, are unknown

to the Chake.

* Some additional details are given by Wavrin (1937, pp. 453-462). Tlie body is forced into a

fetal position. The mother or wife of the deceased weaves a special blanket in which to carry the

bones. The woman who crushes the maize for the chicha consumed during the feast of the transport

of the bones observes chastity. The march to the tomb is preceded by a ceremony in which two men
play bone flutes while others dance. Women also dance or play panpipes. On the way back from

the grave, men open a new path in the bush. The bones are kept in the hut only for two days and

are then carried to an ossuary.

653334—48 25
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FiGXJRE 67.
—

"Motilones" ax-flute. Cross section of head below.

Bolinder, 1917, fig. 29, a, b.)

(Redrawn from

Dances.—Chakc dances follow a simple pattern : Men dance in pairs,

each resting his bow or his hand on his partner's shoulder, while they

walk forward and backward, stamping the ground and singing a monoton-

ous song.

Sports and games.—The Lache of different groups, probably local,

indulged in fist fights, which usually resulted in many casualties. In a

favorite Chake game boys shoot at each other with arrows tipped with

corncobs. In another game a ball is caught in a kind of basket affixed to

the end of a pole. String figures are also popular.

Alcoholic beverages.—The Chake prepare chicha with young fresh

maize, which is ground and boiled, then mixed with old chicha to hasten

the fermentation. They do not add saliva to obtain this result.

A particularly strong chicha is made of crushed maize wrapped in

leaves to make small bundles and cooked for about an hour. The maize

pellets are then dried in the sun until they develop a covering of fungus

through partial fermentation. The day before the feast the pellets are

placed in a hollow log, the "kanoa," together with crushed ripe bananas,

yuca, and sweetpotatoes. Water is poured on this mixture and fermenta-

tion commences immediately. (De Booy, 1918 b, p. 202; Wavrin, 1937,

p 456.)

Stimulants.—Coca was used by the Timotcan tribes. Some Chake

groups use it today but only for medicinal purposes. In the Venezuelan

Andes tobacco was and still is consumed in the form of a jellylike prepa-

ration called mo or chimo. The Chake are passionate smokers. They

know how to make cigars but prefer to smoke pipes, which consist of a

clay bowl and a wooden stem and resemble those of stone which have

been found in the Tairona region. These pipes are manufactured locally.
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RELIGION

The Lache venerated stones, believing that the dead became stones, that

all stones had originally been men, and that at some future date they

would turn into men again. They also considered shadows as "gods,"

which the sun gave to men and objects. The "House of the Sun" was

an important religious center and burial place, not only for the Lache

but also for many of the Chibcha (Muisca). It was built facing the rising

sun on the eastern slope of the Andes, facing out over the plains. It

was evidently visible from a great distance, especially when the sun was

reflected from the golden objects placed outside it. Inside were many
suspended strings of beads, sea shells, and chests of gold placed on racks.

The location of the Lache "House of the Sun" and its place in Chibcha

culture were similar to those of the Temple and Convent of the Virgin

of the Sun found to the east of the Chibcha, in the plains farther south

in Guayupe territory (see p. 385), and to the causeway which is said to

have descended all the way from the Muisca town of Sogamoso to the

eastern plains. The latter was built in commemoration of Bochica's dis-

appearance.

The tribes of the Venezuelan Andes believed in a supreme being

(ches), who lived on the highest mountain peaks and in lakes. The

temples that stood in the middle of every town were places of worship,

although certain rituals seem to have been performed directly on moun-

taintops, in caves, etc. Idols were made of cotton thread, fired clay,

wood, or stone. Offerings consisted of the heads, antlers, or bones of

deer, balls of cotton thread, small cotton blankets, anthropomorphic

figures of clay, wood, stone or cotton thread, strings of stone beads of

many colors or of tiny shell disks, green stones, painted bones, salt, cacao

beans, cocoa butter which was burned in tripod censers, and the flesh

of deer killed and burned within the temple.

The most famous temple in the Venezuelan Andes was devoted to a

female deity called Icaque. Located in Escuque, it was a place of pil-

grimage for people from far and wide. The building consisted of three

parts ("naves"). It contained many figures made of cotton thread and

filled with oflferings of greenstone beads and tiny shell disks. It also

had boxes full of bones, semiprecious stones, and a few pieces of guanin

breastplates. The walls of another temple were covered with skulls. The

only persons permitted to enter this temple (and probably others as

well) were priests, who made offerings and communicated with a deity

from whom they learned about the future. If anyone else entered it the

earth was expected to tremble and to swallow the trespasser.

The Jamu sacrificed children to a water god by throwing them into the

lake. Before planting trees the Miguri celebrated a ceremony at night

called "the coming down of the ches." This included a mimicry of sow-
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ing and harvesting. In another ceremony the participants held a rattle

in their left hand and a whip in their right with which they beat each

other.

After a crushing defeat by the Spaniards the men and women of the

tribe called Los Valientes committed mass suicide. This, as well as the

individual suicide of many Aburrd men when the Spaniards were first

sighted, may be connected with certain ideas regarding the hereafter

which were found here and there in northwestern South America.

The religious system of the Chake still remains unknown except for a

few practices. According to De Booy (1918 b, p. 208), the Macoa be-

lieve in a supernatural being which they call Kioso. When it thunders

they look up and say, "God is angry."

Bolinder (1925, p. 237) speaks of duels fought during drinking bouts,

when people castigate one another and visitors with bow staves.

After the maize harvest, men and women dance in separate groups

until the men suddenly discharge their arrows toward the sky. Often

the dancers are wounded by the falling arrows. In order to dispel a

storm, the Indians threaten the clouds with their weapons, make noise,

dance, and drink.

Several taboos have been listed. Fire and maize must be kept apart;

for this reason nobody may cross a maize field while smoking, and maize

is never roasted. Nobody may eat the game he has killed, lest his marks-

manship deteriorate.

MYTHOLOGY

"Motilones" myths recorded by Wavrin (1937, pp. 600-603) come

either from the Chake or the Mape. At the beginning of the world there

existed four murderous giants who were invulnerable. Finally, having

committed incest and lost their power, they could be slain by men.

Yuca was owned by Zamuro, the black vulture. It was stolen by the

Vulture's son-in-law. Fire was owned by Toad and was stolen by Stars,

who put it into several kinds of wood. Sun is a cannibal who attempts to

devour a man whom Moon saves. Moon's arrows are snakes.

LORE AND LEARNING

In the Venezuelan Andes the year was divided into lunar months. When
necessary, as in the case of the restrictions imposed upon widows and

widowers, the months were counted by knots in a string.
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